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INTRODUCTION




John Steinbeck

Les raisins
de la colere




WHAT WE KNOW

 Major driver of migration and displacement
— Number of displaced by disasters, 2008-2014

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014

36.1 M 16.7 M 42.3 M 16.5 M 303M 223 M 19.3 M

* On average: 26.4 M / year
* Perceptions very different from reality



Act on climate change, or fear the refugees

London Futures, exhibition at the Museum of London






‘Climate refugees’ as the human faces of
global warming

* Migrants are often
portrayed as expiatory,
powerless victims of climate
change.

* They are also the first
witnesses of climate change,
the living proofs that global
warming is under way.

* The idea of a multi-causal
migration doesn’t get along
very well with this rhetoric.




1. Sea-level rise
Coastal regions will be first and most affected

Source: NASA




2. Droughts and land degradation
* Impacts on migration difficult to forecast
— Migration flows tend to

decrease at the peak of

droughts
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— That’ s because
households affect their
resources to primary

needs.




3. Extreme meteorological events

Déplacements dans le monde causés par des catastrophes, 2008-2013
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Figure 3.1: The global scale of displacement caused by disasters, 2008 o 2014
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Note: Differences in totals are due to rounding of figures to the nearest decimal point. Source: IDMC data as of 1 June 2015



Characteristics of the migrants

Positive relationship between environmental degradation and
migration.

Different factors intermingle, but environmental factors are of
growing importance.

— Definitional issue

These factors increase the constraints to migration
— Rise in forced migration

Migration flows are often internal, and happening on short distances
— Affected countries bear all the burden of migration.

The most vulnerable are often unable to migrate.
— Migration is expensive



A disconnection from the realities of migration

Migrants are seen as expiatory, resourceless victims of climate change.

— Many of them don’ t consider themselves as victims, or don’ t want to be
considered as such.

— Migrants are resourceful agents — they are not the most vulnerable

Migration is perceived as an adaptation failure
— In many cases, it can be an adaptation strategy

We assume a direct, causal relationship between climate change and
migration.

We expect that these displacements will be forced and international.

We assume that the nature and extent of the migration flows will depend
upon the impacts of climate change.

— Environmental determinism

Climate-induced migration can also improve human security.



A Copernican revolution

Poricy ResearcH WoRKING PAPER 5270

BackGroUND PaAPER TO THE 2010 WORLD DEVELOPMENT REPORT

Accommodating Migration to Promote

Adaptation to Climate Change

Jon Barnett
Michael Webber

Tarrdhes in Bergzcenh souk safer arezs 2Mer severe foods n 2007,

Migration as
adaptation

Mobility can bring opportunities for coping with
environmental change, say Richard Black, Stephen R.
G. Bennett, Sandy M. Thomas and John R. Beddington.



The canaries in the coalmine

Maldives, October 2009



Islands as laboratories

Exotic islands have often been assimilated to
intact, non-perverted spaces

Isolated from time and space
Fit to reproduce laboratory conditions

Providing simple models for the study of more
complex societies

(that is, Western societies)



COMING OF AGE
IN SAMOA

A Psychological Study of Primitive
Youth for Western Civilisation

By
MARGARET MEAD

Aisistant Curator of Ethnology
American Museum of
Natural History
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Foreword by Franz Boas
Professor of Anthrepology, Columbia University
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* |slands are viewed as the incarnation of the
impacts of climate change

* Islanders as the first witnesses (and the first
victims) of climate change

* This representation has increasingly been used
by SIDS governments make their voices heard
in the negotiations

Islands seem to matter only because
they disappear



Pitfalls of this rhetoric

* It doesn’t match reality

— Environmental displacement is often an internal and multi-causal
movement.

* |t induces environmental determinism

— Assumption that the nature and extent of the migration flows
will depend upon the impacts of climate change.

— lgnores the role of policies

* It doesn’t serve the interests of the migrants
— Fuels xenophobic prejudices
— Migrants perceived as a threat to security



WHAT WE DON’T KNOW

Global Environmental Change 215 (2011) S41-549

Contents lists available at SciVerse ScienceDirect

Global Environmental Change

journal homepage: www.elsevier.com/locate/gloenvcha

Global Environmental Change

Why the numbers don’t add up: A review of estimates and predictions of people

displaced by environmental changes™

Francois Gemenne P*

2 Institute for Sustainable Development and International Relations (IDDRI), Sciences Po, 27 Rue Saint Guillaume, 75337 Paris Cedex 07, France
b Center for Ethnic and Migration Studies (CEDEM), University of Liege, Boulevard du Rectorat 7/45, Building B31, 4000 Liege, Belgium

Table 1

Estimates and forecasts of the number of people displaced by environmental changes.
Source Estimates at the time of publication of the report Predictions by 2010 Predictions by 2050
UNEP (Tolba, 1989; Milan, 2004) 30 million 50 million -
Jacobson (1988) 10 million - -
Myers (1993, 2002) 25 million - 150, then 200 million
Myers and Kent (1995) 25 million 50 million 212 million
Red Cross (2001) More than people displaced by war - -
UNU-EHS (Adam 2005; Renaud et al., 2007) 10 million/year 50 million 200 million
Stern (2007) - - 150-200 million
Christian Aid (2007) 25 million - 300 million
Biermann and Boas (2010) - - 200 million




:Met Office The impact of a global temperature rise 0f 4°C ( 7 'F) @ HMGoeermny




Policy responses

The Parliament of the
Commonwealth of Australia

THE SENATE

Presented and read a first iine

Migration (Climate Refugees)

Amendment Bill 2007
No. ,2007
(Senator Netile)

A Bill for an Act to recognise refugees of climate
change induced environmental disasters, and for
related purposes




The Cancun opportunity

4. Invifes all Parties to enhance adaptation action under the Copenhagen Adaptation Framework
[for Implementation] taking into account their common but differentiated responsibilities and respective
capabilities, and specific national and regional development priorities, objectives and circumstances,
[and whereby developing country Parties shall be supported by developed country Parties and in
accordance with paragraph 6 below], to undertake, inter alia:

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

Planning, prioritizing and implementing adaptation actions, including projects and
programmes,” and actions identified in national and subnational adaptation plans and
strategies, national adaptation programmes of action of least developed countries,
national communications, technology needs assessments and other relevant national
planning documents;

Impact, vulnerability and adaptation assessments, including assessments of financial
needs as well as economic, social and environmental evaluation of adaptation options;

Strengthening institutional capacities and enabling environments for adaptation,
including for climate-resilient development and vulnerability reduction;

Building resilience of socio-economic and ecological systems, including through
economic diversification and sustainable management of natural resources;

Enhancing climate change related disaster risk reduction strategies, considering the
Hyogo Framework for Action® where appropriate; early warning systems: risk



(g)

(h)

(1)
(k)

assessment, and management and sharing and transfer mechanisms such as insurance
[, compensation and rchabilitation]; at local, national, subregional and regional levels, as
appropriate, to address loss and damagc assnmatcd w1th climate change impacts in those

developing countrissth- ects of climate
- wror t0 TNC Impact of the implementation of response Measures

Measures to enhance understanding, coordination and cooperation related to national,
regional and international climate change induced displacement, migration and planned
relocation, where appropriate;

Rescarcime ; ; ster 0
technologies, practices, and processes; and capacity-building for adaptatmn with a view
to promoting access to technologies [, in particular in developing country Parties];

Strengthening data, information and knowledge systems, education and public
awareness;

Improving climate-related [and related to the impact of the implementation of response
measures | research and systematic observation for climate data collection, archiving,
analysis and modelling for improved climatic-related data and information to decision-
makers at national and regional levels;

[Action identified in decisions 5/CP.7 and 1/CP.10:]

[Minimizing adverse social, environmental and economic impacts on developing
countries:|



The Nansen Initiative

Launched in 2012 b)’ the The Nansen Principles
governement of NOI’WEl)’ A sty pobachone oty o o
and Switzerland.

0 e context of dimets change and ather snviconmental hazards

With support of Costa Rica,
Australia, Philippines,
Mexico, Kenya.

Walter Kalin as special
envoy.

Intergovernmental process.

Protection agenda agreed
2015.




Migration as an environmental policy?

* New defining question:

Is migration a failure to adapt, or an adaptation strategy!?

e End result: Current drift towards UNFCCC as the best

framework to address the issue

— Perceived need to address the issue globally — and no such

mechanism with regard to migration governance.

— Environmental displacements not related to climate change are

forgotten.

— Issue of preemptive resettlements, especially in a 4° C+

scenario.



Displacement in the name of adaptation

Some of the most vulnerable zones are also amongst the most
densely populated.

Some governments have already started moving populations in
prevision of future climate change impacts.

Examples:

— China— ‘Environmental Migration’ program in Inner Mongolia
* Aimed at fighting against desertification
* Resettled nomadic pastoralists in towns and villages
* Nomadic pastoralists were considered as part of the problem

— Vietnam — Flooded communities
* Resettling of villages in the Mekong delta
e Actually increased the vulnerability of communities
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chez lui. La dégradation de I'environnement est une cause majeure de

ES MIGRATIONS
NVIR?NNEMENTALES

cette mobilité humaine sans précédent : une réalité largement ignorée
que le changement climatique en cours ne va faire qu'amplifier.

Coordonné par trois des meilleurs experts des migrations environnementales auxquels
se sont joints cartographes et infographistes spécialisés, cet ouvrage pionnier
dresse le premier état des lieux sur les migrations environnementales. A I'aide plus
de 100 cartes et graphiques, il en montre toutes les dimensions et propose des
pistes pour répondre a ce grand défi du xx° siécle.

Car mieux comprendre ces migrations, c'est mettre au jour la maniére dont les
causes environnementales s'enchevétrent avec d'autres facteurs — politiques,
socio-économiques, psychologiques — qui poussent les individus au départ ou a
I'exode. C'est anticiper les mouvements de population et permettre leur accompa-
gnement raisonné. C'est contribuer a |'indispensable adaptation aux conséquences
du changement climatique.

s

Dina lonesco est chef de la division Migration, environnement et changement climatique a
I'Organisation internationale pour les migrations.

Daria Mokhnacheva est spécialiste des migrations environnementales a I'Organisation
internationale pour les migrations.

Francois Gemenne politiste, spécialiste des questions environnementales est notamment
le directeur exécutif du programme de recherche « Politiques de la Terre » & Sciences Po.

HEMISPHERES 2 CIE

ATLAS DES MIGRATIONS ENVIRONNEMENTALES

~ SciencesPo
IOM«OIM LES PRESSES

SciencesPo
LES PRESSES
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